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Each  time  we  gather  in  church  for  worship 

we  think  of  our  heritage — the  riches 

left  us  by  our  forefathers. 

We  recall  the  faith  of  our  fathers;  the  sacrifices 

they  made;  the  efforts  they  exerted  to  build 

home  and  church  and  the  service  they  rendered 

to  God  and  their  fellow  man. 

And  as  we  think  back  on  those  things  done  in  the 

spirit  of  service  we  ask  ourselves 

these  questions: 

Are  we  the  kind  they  were? 

Are  we  worthy  of  the  heritage  they  have  left  us? 

Can  we  say  that  we  are  their  kind — 
Christians  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  Master? 

Then  we  pray  as  we  begin  the  service  that  we  will 

assume  the  attitude  of  true  worship  and  thus 

prepare  ourselves  to  be  their  kind. 

Thus  it  is  in  this  same  spirit  that  we  present  this 

history  of  Midwood  Baptist  Church — the  story 

of  the  faith  and  sacrifices  of  those  who  came 

before  us  and  the  report  of  the  foundation 

builders. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  re-telling  of  "Seventy  Years 

of  Service"  will  stir  our  minds  to  the 

recollection  of  the  faith  and  courage  of  these 

early  members,  rekindle  appreciation  of  our 

heritage  from  them  and  lead  us  to  st?~ive  to  be 

their  kind. 
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he  sun  was  high  in  the  sky,  shining  brightly,  that  hot  summer 
afternoon  of  June  15,  1896,  when  a  little  band  of  Christians  gathered 
under  a  tent  at  the  corner  of  Twelfth  and  Caldwell  Streets  to  organize 
a  Baptist  Church  in  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

The  little  band  of  18  who  first  constituted  that  church  had  faith 
in  their  God  for  what  the  future  would  bring.  And  what  a  future  it 
was  to  be! 

The  70  years  since  the  organization  of  the  Twelfth  Street  Baptist 
Church  have  been  the  most  spectacular  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
That  period  saw  the  dawn  of  the  air  age,  the  atomic  age,  the  space 
age.  Just  20  years  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  church  Alexander 
Graham  Bell  invented  the  telephone  as  his  voice  was  transmitted  into 
the  next  room,  but  today  we  "speak  at  a  distance"  around  the  world. 
A  year  before  the  tent  meeting  at  Twelfth  and  Caldwell  Sts.  Marconi 
sent  the  first  wireless  message,  opening  the  era  of  rapid  communica- 
tion through  radio  and  of  education  and  entertainment  through 
television,  which  now  can  bring  pictures  of  events  as  they  occur  on 
the  other  side  of  the  world. 

These  70  years  have  brought  America  into  wars,  including  two 
World  Wars,  plunged  the  country  into  tragedy  through  the  assassina- 
tion of  two  Presidents,  impoverished  the  people  during  the  "Great 
Depression",  produced  the  greatest  advancement  in  education,  helped 
the  emergence  of  an  enslaved  people  in  a  great  social  upheaval  and 
brought  revolutionary  changes  in  the  citizenship  status  of  men  of 
color,  altered  men's  political  existence  which  called  for  courage  to 
topple  such  dictators  as  Hitler  and  Mussolini  and  to  battle  the  com- 
munism of  Stalin  and  Castro. 

And  these  years  have  seen  great  social  and  economic  advance- 
ments while  great  strides  in  medicine  have  brought  relief  to  suffering 
mankind  and  extended  life  through  prevention  and  control  of  disease 
such  as  smallpox,  typhoid  fever  and  polio  by  the  marvelous  means  of 
vaccination. 

This  period  saw  America's  great  transportation  development  as 
the  country  moved  into  the  automotive  age.  In  1895,  one  year  before 
our  church's  organizational  meeting,  there  were  just  four  automobiles 
licensed   in  the  United   States.   Today  there   are  96,000,000   motor 


vehicles  which  have  created  one  of  the  country's  most  pressing 
problems  as  traffic  challenges  the  experts  on  the  national,  state  and 
local  levels. 

As  that  small  group  gathered  under  the  gospel  tent  that  June 
afternoon  of  1896  there  were  less  than  600  Baptists  in  Charlotte  but 
today  there  are  68  churches  plus  six  missions  in  the  Mecklenburg 
Association  with  a  total  membership  of  40,506. 

Those  early  Baptists  were  a  part  of  a  small  town  as  Charlotte 
had  a  population  of  only  20,000 ;  whereas  today  a  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce survey  shows  a  population  of  250,000. 

Through  all  these  social  and  economic  upheavals,  political 
changes,  national  tragedies,  population  explosion  and  personal  sor- 
rows the  little  church,  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  evangelism,  grew  in 
numbers,  raised  funds  for  church  facilities,  relocated  and  built  new 
churches  to  meet  the  greater  opportunities  and  developed  in  spiritual 
consciousness. 

And  from  a  tent  in  a  less  favored  neighborhood  the  church  has 
grown  from  18  to  a  congregation  of  1,118  whose  investment  exceeds 
half  a  million  dollars  in  modern  church  facilities  serving  many  phases 
of  an  expanded  community  life. 

The  little  church  at  Twelfth  and  Caldwell  Streets  had  no  auspi- 
cious beginning  and  its  prospects  for  success  were  far  from  bright. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  atmosphere  for  advancement  of  the  Baptist 
cause  gave  little  encouragement  for  success. 

The  church  was  the  second  of  the  Baptist  faith  to  be  organized 
in  the  town  where  the  Presbyterian  influence  was  strong  and  where 
those  of  that  denomination  were  the  town's  prosperous  and  influential 
citizens.  It  was  the  second  Baptist  Church  which  survived  and  con- 
tinued its  existence  without  interruption.  At  the  time  of  its  organiza- 
tion there  were  two  Baptist  Churches  in  Charlotte — the  Tryon  Street 
Baptist  Church  (now  the  First  Baptist  Church)  and  Olivet  Baptist 
Church,  which  was  located  at  Trade  and  Cedar  Streets  and  which  has 
ceased  to  exist. 

The  humble  beginning  of  the  Twelfth  Street  Baptist  Church 
was  in  keeping  with  the  history  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  Char- 
lotte and  it  might  be  well  to  review  the  historical  background  of 
the  local  Baptist  cause  at  the  time  effort  was  made  to  organize  another 
Baptist  Church. 

John  Marvin  Crowe  in  his  "The  Biography  of  a  Thriving  Church 
—A  history  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  1832  to  1952"  points  out, 
"Baptists  had  entered  Eastern  North  Carolina  from  Virginia  in  the 
early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  had  formed  two  associations 
prior  to  the  close  of  the  century.  But  Baptist  work  was  not  developed 
so  early  in  the  Piedmont  section.  Dr.  T.  J.  Taylor,  who  had  lived  in 
Charlotte  at  the  close  of  the  War  Between  the  States,  wrote  a  paper 
entitled  'Early  Baptist  Efforts  in  Charlotte'  in  which  he  says : 

'There  is  no  record  of  any  Baptist  residing  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Charlotte  until  toward  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The 
absence  of  record  does  not  necessarily  prove  there  were  no  Baptists 
among  these  early  settlers ;  for  in  the  midst  of  a  strongly  Presbyterian 


population  and  with  no  church  organization,  a  few  isolated  Baptists 
would  have  no  opportunity  of  putting  themselves  on  record  as  such.'  " 

Mr.  Crowe  also  says  that  Dr.  T.  H.  Pritchard,  pastor  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  from  1893  to  1896  wrote  in  1896 : 

"The  first  Baptist  known  in  Mecklenburg  County  was  John 
Dinkins,  the  great  grandfather  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Pritchard. 
He  was  an  Irishman,  a  man  of  means  and  resided  on  Nation  Ford 
Road,  half  a  mile  beyond  the  mineral  spring  on  Sugar  Creek." 

Dr.  Taylor  in  his  "Early  Baptist  Efforts  in  Charlotte"  records 
that  Elder  John  Rooker,  a  native  of  Virginia,  moved  to  Warren 
County,  North  Carolina,  about  1775.  A  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  he  taught  school  in  Warren  County,  married  there  and  joined 
the  Baptist  Church,  (now  Gardner's  Church  of  Warren  County)  and 
was  licensed  to  preach  by  this  church.  From  there  he  moved  to  the 
neighborhood  where  John  Dinkins  resided.  And  Dr.  Taylor  surmised, 
"It  was  probable  that  it  was  through  the  efforts  of  John  Dinkins  that 
Elder  Rooker  was  induced  to  settle  in  that  section." 

And  Dr.  Taylor  further  related,  "evidently  Elder  Rooker's 
purpose  in  moving  was  that  he  might  preach  the  gospel  and  establish 
churches  in  this  inviting  field ;  for  almost  as  soon  as  he  had  located, 
he  with  the  assistance  of  Elder  Abraham  Marshall,  of  Georgia,  con- 
stituted on  the  first  day  of  May,  1792,  Flint  Hill  Church,  which 
although  in  York  County,  South  Carolina,  is  only  12  miles  from  Char- 
lotte, with  which  place  the  Flint  Hill  neighborhood  had  always  been 
closely  identified.  Some  of  the  constitutent  members  of  this  church 
moved  with  Elder  Rooker  from  Warren  County,  others  came  from 
Virginia  and  the  remainder,  like  John  Dinkins,  had  for  sometime 
resided  in  that  Community." 

The  records  of  Flint  Hill  Baptist  Church  in  York  County,  South 
Carolina,  begin  thus: 

"May  1st,  1792.  This  day  after  examination  into  the  faith  and 
order  of  several  members  of  the  Baptist  denomination  residing  on  the 
Catawba  Indians'  land  and  vicinity  thereof,  was  constituted  a  Baptist 
Church  by  the  Rev.  Abraham  Marshall,  a  minister  of  the  gospel  of 
the  State  of  Georgia."  This  church  had  twelve  original  members,  of 
whom  Rev.  John  Rooker  was  pastor  and  John  Dinkins  and  John  Smith 
were  deacons.  Mr.  Rooker  was  pastor  for  more  than  42  years,  until 
his  death  at  age  86  on  June  24,  1840. 

The  following  quotations  from  Dr.  Taylor's  papers  describe  the 
beginning  of  Baptist  work  in  Charlotte : 

"Although  Flint  Hill  was  from  the  first  a  prosperous  church  and 
had  labored  to  establish  churches  in  other  communities,  yet  for  40 
years  no  effort  seems  to  have  been  made  to  organize  a  Baptist  Church 
in  Charlotte.  It  is  altogether  likely  that  Father  Rooker  occasionally 
preached  there,  for  Dr.  Samuel  Fox,  a  prominent  member  of  Flint 
Hill  Church  had  been  a  resident  of  Charlotte  for  some  years  previous 
to  the  visit  of  Furman  and  Barnes,  which  resulted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  first  Baptist  church  in  Charlotte. 

"In  the  summer  of  1832  Rev.  James  C.  Furman,  then  known  as 
the  boy  preacher  and  afterwards  the  distinguished  president  of  Fur- 


man  University,  and  Mr.  Barnes,  a  young  Baptist  preacher,  were 
conducting  a  series  of  meetings  at  Camden,  S.  C.  Col.  Thomas  Boyd, 
a  member  of  Flint  Hill  Church,  who  resided  within  a  few  miles  of 
Charlotte,  was  in  Camden  on  business  during  this  meeting.  At  his 
earnest  solicitation  the  young  preachers  consented  to  come  to  Char- 
lotte at  the  close  of  the  meeting.  Colonel  Boyd  returned  to  Charlotte 
and  made  arrangements  for  the  meeting.  He  obtained  the  use  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  occupied  the  beautiful  grounds  on  which 
the  handsome  house  of  worship  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
now  stands. 

"Accordingly,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  in  Camden,  the  young 
preachers  came  to  Charlotte  and  commenced  a  meeting  which  con- 
tinued for  three  weeks.  (Dr.  Pritchard  says  they  were  the  guests  of 
Dr.  Fox,  the  only  Baptist  then  living  in  Charlotte) . 

"At  first  the  meetings  were  held  in  the  church  but  it  soon  became 
necessary,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  large  congregations  which 
attended,  to  erect  a  stand  in  the  yard.  The  sittings  were  constantly 
enlarged,  for  the  influence  of  the  meeting  had  gone  through  the 
surrounding  country  and  thousands  came  to  hear  the  Word  of  Life. 
Many  came  from  20  to  30  miles  in  wagons  and  tented  on  the  grounds. 
There  were  five  services  each  day — sunrise  prayer  meeting,  inquiry 
meeting  at  nine  o'clock  and  preaching  at  eleven  o'clock,  after  dinner 
and  in  the  evening. 

"Many  were  awakened,  and  sought  religious  conversations  with 
the  preachers ;  many  scores,  says  Dr.  Furman,  were  converted  and 
Dr.  Pritchard  observes,  'as  many  as  two  hundred  people  were  con- 
verted.' Many  of  the  converts  joined  the  Presbyterian  and  Methodist 
Churches  and  the  membership  of  Flint  Hill  was  also  increased  by 
the  meeting. 

"At  the  close  of  the  meeting  some  of  the  converts  requested  to 
be  baptized  then  and  there.  In  accordance  with  their  request,  just 
before  the  departure  of  the  young  preachers  to  their  homes  in  South 
Carolina,  James  C.  Furman  baptized  nine  persons,  chiefly  young  men. 
This  was  the  first  baptism  ever  witnessed  in  Charlotte. 

"In  consequence  of  this  great  revival,  a  Baptist  church  in  Charlotte 
became  not  only  a  probability  but  a  necessity.  Therefore  in  June,  1833, 
ten  persons  were  dismissed  from  Flint  Hill  Church  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  a  Baptist  Church  in  Charlotte." 

The  record  shows  that  this  group  erected  a  small  church  on 
E.  Third  St.,  near  the  gas  works,  at  the  rear  of  the  present  Wilder 
Building,  which  stands  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Third  and  Tryon 
Sts.  The  Mecklenburg  Registry  at  the  Courthouse,  Book  25-A,  page 
62  shows  a  deed,  dated  February  10,  1833  by  which  the  Commissioners 
of  Charlotte  granted  lots  75  and  76,  Square  9,  Beers  Map,  to  Dr. 
Stephen  Fox,  Joseph  Smith  and  Joseph  P.  Pritchard,  as  trustees  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  for  $10. 

Miss  Carrie  McLean  in  her  history  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
says  the  site,  which  was  within  a  block  and  a  half  of  Independence 
Square,  was  chosen  because  there  was  a  large  spring  on  the  lot  and 
the  congregation  erected  a  little  frame  building  on  a  rock  foundation 
with  two  small  dressing  rooms  and  a  baptistry  outside  of  and  in  the 
rear  of  the  church. 
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Although  the  cornerstone  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  indicates 
1833  as  the  date  of  the  church's  organization,  there  is  some  question 
as  to  the  exact  date. 

Mr.  Crowe  in  his  "Biography  of  a  Thriving  Church"  says  the 
minutes  of  the  Moriah  Baptist  Association,  composed  of  churches  of 
a  wide  area  in  South  Carolina  and  a  few  in  North  Carolina,  meeting 
at  Waxhaw  Baptist  Church  September  20-23,  1834  records  the  fact 
that  "The  Beulah  Church  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  constituted 
the  6th  of  July,  1832  by  Brethren  Samuel  McCreary,  and  Hugh  Quinn 
petitioned  for  membership  in  the  Association.  In  these  same  minutes 
was  a  report  on  "Abstract  of  the  State  of  Religion  in  the  Churches," 
which  has  this  reference : 

"Beulah — This  Church  was  received  into  the  Association  this 
year.  It  was  constituted  on  the  6th  of  July,  1832  by  Elders  Samuel 
McCreary  and  Hugh  Quinn  with  nine  members.  Since  then  31  have 
been  added  and  one  has  died." 

Mr.  Crowe  also  points  out  that  "Carrie  McLean  in  her  history 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  refers  to  a  journal  kept  by  Thomas  Boyd 
in  the  1840's  in  which  he  says  the  Beulah  Church  was  constituted 
September  12,  1832  and  C.  J.  Black  in  'A  Short  History  of  Independ- 
ence Hill  Baptist  Church'  reported  that  the  work  of  Furman  resulted 
in  the  organization  of  a  Baptist  Church  with  nine  members  on  Sep- 
tember 12,  1832  by  Revs.  Hugh  Quinn  and  Samuel  McCreary." 

Unfortunately  discord  developed  among  the  members  of  the 
church  in  a  few  years  as  disclosed  in  the  minutes  of  the  Moriah  Asso- 
ciation meeting  in  1836  at  the  Fort  Mill  Church  in  the  Lancaster,  S.  C, 
district  and  two  years  later  at  the  Association  meeting,  held  at  the 
Elizabeth  Church  in  the  Chesterfield,  S.  C,  district  it  was  recom- 
mended that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  visit  the  Beulah  Church  and 
"to  endeavor  to  reconcile  the  party  who  professes  to  be  grieved  by  said 
church." 

Further  records  indicate  that  in  1840  there  was  only  one  baptism 
and  the  membership  had  been  reduced  to  twenty-four.  By  1842  the 
church  had  only  eleven  white  members  but  "every  Sunday  at  2  o'clock 
Col.  Boyd  and  Joseph  Smith  met  the  black  members." 

Mr.  Crowe  relates  that  Dr.  Taylor  tells  of  the  seeming  failure 
of  the  first  Baptist  effort  in  Charlotte : 

"This  feeble  church  had  neither  a  prosperous  nor  long  existence. 
Deaths  and  removals  greatly  weakened  it  and  a  want  of  harmony 
between  two  prominent  families  resulted  in  its  death  after  a  heroic 
struggle  for  existence  of  about  twelve  years;  and  thus  the  work 
commenced  through  the  instrumentality  of  Furman  and  Barnes  in 
the  great  revival  of  1832  seemed  to  be  destroyed  by  discord  and  strife. 
But  not  so;  for  although  there  was  no  longer  a  Baptist  Church  in 
Charlotte,  there  were  a  number  of  loyal  Baptists  who  were  only 
waiting  for  the  Lord  to  send  them  a  leader." 

Miss  McLean  reports  in  her  history  that  in  December,  1850 
Colonel  Boyd  recorded  "there  had  been  no  regular  preaching  for 
nearly  seven  years"  but  that  occasionally  itinerant  preachers  would 
come  and  preach  at  the  Courthouse  (which  then  stood  on  the  north- 
east corner  of  Trade  and  Church  Streets)  "and  they  kept  the  Baptist 


cause  from  entirely  dying  out  in  the  community  during  these  years 
when  the  Baptists  in  Charlotte  were  but  a  feeble  folk." 

By  1854  the  situation  at  Charlotte  received  the  attention  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convenion,  which  that  year  designated  Charlotte  as  one 
of  eight  North  Carolina  cities  where  mission  stations  were  needed. 
Thiswas  followed  by  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Jones  as 
missionary  for  Charlotte  who,  after  a  few  months  of  preaching  at 
the  courthouse,  "reorganized  the  Beulah  Church  of  Christ  the  first 
Sunday  inl855  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  T.  H.  Pritchard,  a  son  of 
Joseph  Pritchard,  who  was  a  charter  member  of  the  original  Baptist 
church  in  Charlotte." 

Mr.  Crowe  relates  that  the  reorganized  congregation  acquired 
from  Major  Benjaman  Morrow  a  lot  at  the  corner  of  Seventh  and 
Brevard  Streets  and  erected  on  it  "a  neat  brick  house  at  a  cost  of 
around  $1,800." 

The  building  was  occupied  by  the  church  in  the  Fall  of  1856 
when  the  church  roll  showed  five  white  male  members  and  six  white 
female  members  with  six  male  and  13  female  colored  members.  Mr. 
Crowe  notes  that  "servants  of  many  people  who  were  not  themselves 
members  of  the  church  were  included  in  its  membership."  And  he  adds, 
"a  total  of  36  colored  men  and  71  colored  women  were  received  in 
the  course  of  its  history.  Each  slave  had  to  secure  his  master's  per- 
mission before  he  could  join." 

As  early  as  May,  1866,  there  was  discussion  among  both  the 
white  and  colored  members  whether  the  colored  members  desired  to 
form  a  church  of  their  own;  however,  it  was  not  until  December  11, 
1867,  that  letters  of  dismissal  were  granted  the  colored  members  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  a  church,  which  was  formally  constituted 
February  5,  1868,  with  59  members.  The  colored  church  acquired 
property  on  South  Church  Street  and  with  some  Northern  assistance 
erected  a  building  in  1870. 

The  church  remained  at  Seventh  and  Brevard  Sts.  but  in  1866  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  secure  a  lot  nearer  the  center  of  town. 
Later  the  Harris  lot  on  the  east  side  of  N.  Tryon  St.  between  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Streets  was  purchased  on  June  6,  1876,  for  $2,125.  The 
lot  was  cleared  in  January,  1880,  and  construction  of  the  red  brick 
building  was  started  in  March,  but  by  July  the  work  had  to  be  halted 
for  the  lack  of  funds. 

After  21  years  of  planning  and  struggle  the  congregation  held 
the  first  service  in  the  new  building  July  19,  1884,  when  the  pastor 
reported  that  $12,460.77  had  been  spent  on  the  lot  and  building.  The 
congregation  became  known  as  the  Tryon  Street  Baptist  Church  and 
later  the  name  was  changed  to  the  First  Baptist  Church. 

The  red  brick  building  with  its  tall  spire  was  used  until  1908 
when  the  present  sanctuary  was  constructed.  And  now  plans  are  in 
the  making  for  relocation  of  the  church  and  erection  of  a  new  edifice. 
The  congregation  has  purchased  nine  acres  in  the  Second  Ward  Urban 
Redevelopment  Area  with  this  property  being  bounded  by  Caldwell 
Street,  First  Street,  Third  Street  and  Alexander  Street.  Within  three 
to  five  years  after  construction  begins,  the  congregation  plans  the 
expenditure  of  between  $3,500,000  and  $5,000,000  for  the  new  church 
complex. 
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Rev.  L.  R.  Pruette,  leader  in  organization  of  Twelfth  Street 
Baptist  Church,  who  served  as  pastor  of  Twelfth  Street  and  Ninth 
Avenue  Baptist  Churches  from  June  15,  1896  to  January  17,  1926. 
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The  nineteenth  century  was  drawing  to  a  close  before  the  mis- 
sionary spirit  of  the  Charlotte  Baptists  became  evident  with  the 
organization  of  a  mission  on  W.  Trade  Street.  The  mission  had  been 
sponsored  and  fostered  by  the  Tryon  Street  Baptist  Church. 

As  the  last  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century  moved  on  apace 
there  came  out  of  the  foothills  of  the  mountains  a  relatively  young 
minister  with  several  years  experience  as  a  pastor  and  with  the  zeal 
to  preach  the  gospel  to  lost  souls.  He  was  the  Rev.  L.  R.  Pruette,  a 
graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College  who  had  served  several  pastorates 
in  Hertford  County  in  Eastern  North  Carolina  and  as  the  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Mount  Airy. 

It  was  he  who,  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  T.  J.  Pritchard,  beloved 
pastor  of  Tryon  Street  Baptist  Church  and  many  other  loyal  members 
of  that  church,  laid  the  foundation  for  the  expanding  Baptist  cause 
and  aided  in  the  beginnings  of  the  church  which  was  to  become  the 
Midwood  Baptist  Church. 

Four  years  before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Pruette  in  Charlotte,  the 
Trade  Street  Mission  was  organized  November  5,  1890  into  Olivet 
Baptist  Church  with  38  members  joining  by  letter  from  the  Tryon 
Street  Church. 

Mr.  Pruette  as  pastor  served  this  church  which  was  located  at 
Trade  and  Cedar  Streets  from  June  10,  1894,  until  January  12,  1896, 
when  he  resigned  to  become  city  missionary. 

It  was  while  he  was  pastor  of  Olivet  Church  that  Mr.  Pruette 
began  his  missionary  effort  and  in  September,  1895,  he  and  Dr. 
Pritchard  began  a  series  of  meetings  under  a  tent  that  had  been 
pitched  on  North  Caldwell  Street.  The  tent  meetings  continued  for 
four  weeks  with  services  nightly  as  Mr.  Pruette,  Dr.  Pritchard  and 
several  others  preached. 

And  as  a  climax  of  these  meetings,  a  mission  Sunday  School  was 
formed  with  the  formal  organization  coming  October  6,  1895.  Classes 
were  held  in  a  small  cottage  on  Thirteenth  Street  belonging  to  John 
Harrell,  who  donated  the  use  of  the  house.  Interest  in  the  new  Sunday 
School  continued  and  the  school  grew  in  numbers  until  it  was  evident 
the  small  cottage  could  not  take  care  of  the  increasing  numbers. 

The  enrollment  in  the  Sunday  School  had  greatly  increased  and 
efforts  to  erect  a  new  building  at  Twelfth  and  Caldwell  Streets  cul- 
miha'ted  in  the  first  meeting  of  the  Sunday  School  being  held  there 
May  17,  1896. 

That  Sunday  afternoon  the  new  building  was  crowded  with  300 
persons,  who  listened  to  a  program  presided  over  by  W.  M.  Lyles, 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  Mr.  Pruette  made  a  talk  on 
"Twelfth  Street  Sunday  School";  I.  W.  Durham,  a  member  of  the 
Tryon  Street  Church  spoke  on  "Parents  in  Sunday  School" ;  T.  J. 
Sprinkle  of  Tryon  Street  Church,  "Souls  Saved  in  Sunday  School"; 
and  Rev.  J.  R.  Hawkins,  pastor  of  Olivet  Baptist  Church,  "Children 
and  Sunday."  Mr.  Pruette  in  his  diary  notes  "collection  was  taken  in 
the  amount  of  $7.50.  This  school  now  numbers  about  one  hundred 
and  sixty." 

The  next  month  another  series  of  meetings  was  held  under  the 
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tent  on  Caldwell  Street  where  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Little  and  others  in- 
cluding Mr.  Pruette  preached  each  afternoon  and  night.  These  meet- 
ings had  been  in  progress  only  a  week  when,  according  to  Mr. 
Pruette's  diary  for  June  15,  1896,  "at  3:30  P.M.  a  few  met  under  the 
gospel  tent  and  organized  a  church  of  eighteen  members,  after  which 
I  made  a  talk  on  Matt.  21:28.  Opened  the  door  of  the  church  at 
8:15  P.M.,  three  received,  one  by  letter  and  two  for  baptism." 

The  evening  additions  increased  the  membership  of  the  new 
church  roll  to  21  and  they  were  doubtless  included  on  the  charter  roll. 

W.  M.  Lyles,  who  was  superintendent  of  the  mission  Sunday 
School,  wrote  of  the  church  organization  as  follows: 

"Organization  of  Twelfth  Street  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte,  N.  C, 
June  15,  1896. 

"At  3:30  P.M.  this  date,  the  following  brethren  and  sisters  met 
under  Rev.  J.  W.  Little's  gospel  tent  on  North  Caldwell  Street,  this 
city,  and  organized  themselves  into  Twelfth  Street  Baptist  Church: 
W.  J.  Polk,  Mrs.  W.  J.  Polk,  presenting  letters  from  the  church  at 
Monroe;  J.  B.  Cooper,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Cooper,  H.  S.  Hasty,  Mrs.  H.  S. 
Hasty,  Mrs.  Lula  Hasty,  Mrs.  N.  J.  Fidler,  Miss  Mary  J.  Fidler,  J.  L. 
Witherspoon,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Witherspoon,  Mrs.  Fannie  Basinger,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Rogers,  Mrs.  Alice  Scarborough,  from  Tryon  Street  Church ; 
Hugh  Hasty  from  Olivet  Church,  Mrs.  John  Stonecipher  from 
Georgia,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  R.  Pruette  from  Olivet  Church.  L.  R, 
Pruette,  chairman  and  I.  W.  Durham,  secretary." 


Km.  H.  ICules, 

^Graiid  Chancellor,  Knights  of  Pythias.* 
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Other  records  also  show  the  names  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Hasty 
and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Polk  on  the  roll  of  the  original  members  but  it  is  said 
that  Mrs.  J.  T.  Hasty  and  Mrs.  Lula  Hasty,  as  shown  in  Mr.  Lyles 
account  is  one  and  the  same  person. 

Mr.  Pruette,  who  had  resigned  the  pastorate  of  Olivet  Church 
January  12,  1896,  and  who  entered  mission  work  for  the  Charlotte 
Baptists  February  10,  1896,  was  called  as  the  pastor  of  the  new 
church,  which  he  served  while  continuing  his  missonary  effort. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  organizational  meeting  of  the 
Twelfth  Street  Baptist  Church  was  part  of  the  series  of  evangelistic 
meetings  being  held  under  the  gospel  tent  and  was  held  on  Monday 
afternoon  and  not  Sunday. 

Mr.  Pruette's  entry  in  his  diary  for  June  16,  1896,  the  day  after 
the  organization  of  the  church  shows : 

"Rev.  J.  W,  Little  preached  under  the  tent  at  4  P.M.  and  again 
at  8:15  P.M.  Three  joined  the  Twelfth  Street  Baptist  Church— T.  J. 
Sprinkle,  Ella  Bridges  and  Ida  Ramsey." 

As  the  tent  meetings  continued  with  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Little 
additions  were  made  to  the  church  and  Mr.  Pruette's  diary  shows  one 
joined  the  church  on  June  18;  another — James  Walters,  on  June  20; 
three  joined  on  Sunday,  June  21 ;  three  joined  June  22,  two  by  baptism 
and  one  by  letter;  four  joined  on  June  24;  one  joined  June  26;  and 
June  28,  when  the  tent  meeting  closed,  two  joined  the  Church  in  the 
afternoon  and  seven  at  night. 

At  the  morning  service  at  Twelfth  Street  Church  July  26,  1896, 
Mr.  Pruette  notes  that  Brothers  T.  J.  Sprinkle,  W.  J.  Polk  and  J.  B. 
Cooper  were  "elected  deacons  of  our  new  church."  At  the  same  time 
L.  C.  Burton  was  elected  clerk  and  treasurer. 

With  evident  enthusiasm  and  a  sincere  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
Christ,  the  members  of  the  little  church,  under  the  leadership  of  their 
pastor,  labored  without  ceasing  and  on  June  13,  1897,  were  able  to 
dedicate  their  frame  building  at  Twelfth  and  Caldwell  Streets  to  the 
glory  of  God. 

And  on  Oct.  4,  1896  the  church  had  an  appropriate  observance 
of  the  first  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  Sunday  School  with 
special  services  at  the  church  that  morning.  W.  C.  Dowd,  of  the  Tryon 
Street  Church  spoke  on  "The  Sunday  School",  0.  T.  Smith,  of  Raleigh, 
"Young  People"  and  Mr.  Pruette,  "Bible  Study  in  the  Sunday  School." 
Mr.  Pruette's  diary  discloses  "Two  hundred  and  fifty  were  in  the 
Sunday  School.  There  were  about  400  people  present"  for  the  church 
service. 

The  first  Christmas  in  the  new  church  was  observed  with  the 
Sunday  School  having  a  Christmas  Tree  and  Mr.  Pruette  in  his  diary 
said,  "the  church  was  filled  to  overflowing."  And  when  the  first  com- 
munion service  was  held  in  the  new  church  on  January  3,  1897,  the 
record  shows  that  a  large  crowd  was  in  attendance. 

An  interesting  sidelight  on  the  mode  of  transportation  of  those 
days  and  the  installment  method  of  financing  purchases  is  revealed 
in  this  notation  in  Mr.  Pruette's  diary  for  March  8,  1899 :  "Received 
$8  from  W.  F.  Dowd,  Bicycle  paid  for."  Mr.  Dowd,  who  was  then  a 
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Early  buildings  of  the  church.  "A",  upper  left,  small  cottage  on 
E.  Thirteenth  St.,  where  the  Sunday  School,  organized  October  6,  1895 
held  its  classes  until  the  Twelfth  Street  church,  "B",  upper  right,  was 
built.  The  lower  picture  shows  Ninth  Avenue  Baptist  Church  at  Ninth 
and  Caldwell  Streets. 
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member  of  the  Tryon  Street  Church  and  who  later  was  to  be  one  of 
the  prominent  leaders  in  the  Pritchard  Memorial  Baptist  Church, 
was  apparently  the  treasurer  for  the  local  Baptist  missionary  move- 
ment. 

The  love  of  Christ  and  the  spirit  of  evangelism  continued  the 
motivating  force  in  the  lives  of  the  members  of  the  church  and  in  a 
few  short  years  it  became  evident  that  the  congregation  was  out- 
growing the  building  at  Twelfth  and  Caldwell  Streets. 

On  July  8,  1900,  just  a  little  over  four  years  after  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Twelfth  Street  Church,  the  move  to  acquire  a  new  lot 
and  to  relocate  the  church  was  made.  On  that  date  at  the  evening 
service  $900  was  raised  for  the  new  church  lot. 

The  movement  to  relocate  was  initiated  when  Mr.  Pruette,  after 
consultation  with  the  board  of  deacons,  bought  a  vacant  lot  at  Ninth 
and  Caldwell  Streets. 

Later  he  sold  part  of  the  lot  to  the  church  and  on  the  remaining 
portion  he  built  a  two-story  residence,  which  he  and  his  family  occu- 
pied. Mr.  Pruette  lived  there  until  he  resigned  in  January,  1926, 
after  serving  as  pastor  for  almost  30  years.  At  that  time  he  sold  the 
property  to  the  church. 

During  a  period  of  almost  two  years,  following  the  raising  of  the 
initial  $900  for  the  new  church  lot  there  is  no  record  of  any  additional 
money  raising.  However,  the  church  was  concerned  with  missionary 
effort  and  sponsored  the  organization  of  a  mission  in  Belmont  Park. 
On  Oct.  28,  1900,  Mr.  Pruette  held  services  at  the  Belmont  Academy 
and  his  diary  says,  "we  decided  to  build  a  church  at  this  point."  The 
Twelfth  Street  Church  formally  dismissed  sixteen  members  on  March 
31,  1901,  to  form  this  new  church.  And  at  3  P.M.  April  7,  1901,  Mr. 
Pruette,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Dodd,  and  the  Rev.  S.  F.  Conrad  met  as  a 
Presbytery  and  organized  the  new  church  in  Belmont  Park,  which 
was  later  to  become  Allen  Street  Baptist  Church. 

The  next  reference  in  the  records  to  the  raising  of  funds  for  the 
Twelfth  Street  Church's  new  lot  is  found  on  April  13,  1902  when  $319 
was  raised.  The  program  for  the  lot  purchase  was  quickly  completed, 
for  on  July  6,  1902,  Mr.  Pruette  recorded  in  his  Diary,  "finished  pay- 
ing for  the  new  Church  lot." 

While  the  faithful  members  carried  on  their  efforts  to  raise  funds 
for  the  new  Church,  they  were  not  unmindful  of  their  responsibilities 
as  Christian  citizens,  concerned  with  caring  for  the  less  fortunate 
in  their  group  and  in  the  community. 

This  concern  was  evident  in  the  congregation's  acquisition  of  a 
fraction  of  a  lot  in  the  city  cemetery  which  was  made  available  to  those 
who  were  unable  financially  to  provide  burial  plots  for  their  loved  ones. 

This  deed  dated  Aug.  9, 1902  is  among  the  historical  records  of  the 
church,  which  still  holds  title  to  the  cemetery  property. 

Plans  for  building  the  new  church  were  begun  Sept.  7,  1902,  when 
the  building  committee  was  appointed.  It  was  made  up  of  W.  M.  Lyles, 
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J.  F.  Alexander,  J.  E.  Miller,  Ed  Davidson,  J.  N.  Filder,  and  Mr.  Pru- 
ette.  And  a  week  later  the  committee  met  at  Mr.  Pruette's  home. 

The  committee  apparently  devoted  the  next  few  months  to  build- 
ing preliminaries  and  on  April  19,  1903,  it  is  noted  that  $247  was 
raised  for  laying  the  foundation  of  the  new  church.  And  on  May  1, 
1903,  work  of  "excavating  the  ground  for  our  new  church"  was  begun. 

Work  moved  slowly  as  money  was  hard  to  come  by  and  Mr.  Pru- 
ette  reported  that  during  the  summer  he  often  heard  passengers  on 
the  street  car  as  it  turned  the  corner  from  Ninth  Street  into  Caldwell 
Street  comment,  "It  will  never  be  built."  June  1,  1903,  workmen  began 
laying  brick  for  the  new  church  but  there  was  apparently  a  suspension 
of  work  as  the  entry  in  Mr.  Pruette's  diary  for  Oct.  20,  1903,  reads : 
"Began  again  laying  brick  for  the  new  church." 

But  these  passersby,  who  doubted  the  completion  of  the  church 
construction,  did  not  reckon  with  the  faith,  the  dedication,  the  conse- 
cration, and  the  determination  of  these  church  members.  The  spirit 
of  the  people  of  this  church  was  reflected  in  the  sacrifice  of  Jim  Fid- 
ler,  treasurer  of  the  building  fund,  who  was  reported  to  have  contri- 
buted his  entire  income  for  weeks  to  pay  off  the  workmen  and  to  keep 
them  on  the  job.  He  paid  them  whether  there  was  money  in  the  treas- 
ury or  not. 

The  sacrifice  of  this  man  and  of  many  others  (an  additional  $265 
was  raised  Dec.  6,  1903,  when  the  evening  service  was  devoted  to  the 
new  church)  culminated  in  the  realization  of  the  church's  dreams,  for 
on  July  17,  1904,  the  congregation  held  the  last  service  in  the  frame 
building  at  Twelfth  and  Caldwell  Streets  and  on  July  22,  1904,  the 
cornerstone  of  the  new  church  was  laid.  The  church's  name  was 
changed  to  Ninth  Avenue  Baptist  Church. 

Two  days  later,  on  July  24,  1904,  the  first  service  was  held  in  the 
Sunday  School  room  of  the  new  church.  W.  M.  Lyles,  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School,  Willis  Brown,  G.  B.  Pruette,  Rev.  S.  F.  Conrad, 
Capt.  N.  L.  Shaw,  W.  C.  Dowd,  J.  Q.  Adams,  and  Dr.  A.  C.  Barron 
spoke  at  the  morning  and  afternoon  services.  At  8:15  P.  M.,  Rev.  J.  E. 
Smith,  of  Concord  preached.  Mr.  Pruette's  diary  for  the  day  reads : 
"During  the  day  $700  was  collected  for  our  new  church.  This  was  a 
great  day,  the  greatest  in  all  our  eight  years  history." 

As  the  congregation  continued  to  worship  in  the  Sunday  School 
building,  work  on  the  main  sanctuary  continued  slowly.  It  was  not 
until  May,  1906,  that  this  part  of  the  building  was  completed  but  the 
program  of  the  church  was  carried  on. 

When  the  construction  reached  the  stage  that  the  baptistry  was 
completed  the  ordinance  of  baptism  was  conducted  and  Mr.  Pruette's 
diary  reveals  that  the  first  baptism  in  the  new  church  was  on  June  11, 
1905 :  This  is  the  first  time  the  ordinance  of  baptism  is  administered 
in  the  9th  Ave.  Church.  Mrs.  Hicks  and  daughters,  Mary  and  Ethel, 
were  baptized.  Mrs.  Hicks  was  the  first  baptized." 

Finally,  the  sanctuary  was  completed  and  it  was  a  great  day,  May 
20,  1906,  when  the  congregation  first  worshipped  there.  An  elaborate 
program  with  services  in  the  morning,  afternoon  and  at  night  marked 
the  day. 
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For  Mecklenburgers,  the  Twentieth  of  May  was  particularly  sig- 
nificant because  it  was  the  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  the  first 
American  Declaration  of  Independence  from  England,  which  was 
signed  May  20,  1775,  and  since  Mr.  Pruette  was  the  chaplain  of  the 
Hornets  Nest  Riflemen,  local  National  Guard  unit,  this  company  and 
others  were  invited  to  attend  the  evening  services. 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  C.  Tyree,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Ra- 
leight  spoke  at  the  morning  and  evening  services.  G.  B.  Pruette,  Capt. 
N.  L.  Shaw,  Rev.  J.  F.  Davis,  and  Rev.  C.  T.  Willingham  appeared 
on  the  program  for  the  day  and  Mr.  Pruette  reported  in  his  diary 
that  $850  was  raised  for  all  purposes. 

Newspaper  account  of  the  event  appeared  the  following  day : 

"It  was  a  happy  day  for  the  congregation  of  Ninth  Avenue  Bap- 
tist Church  when  their  lovely  new  brick  church  was  dedicated.  Every- 
thing was  in  readiness  for  the  occasion,  the  new  pews,  the  elegant  new 
carpet,  and  the  splendid  furnishings  of  the  church  gave  it  a  most  in- 
viting appearance :  the  annex,  which  had  been  used  for  Sunday  School 
and  worship, was  filled  with  chairs  and  this,  with  the  main  auditorium, 
gave  the  church  a  seating  capacity  of  900.  The  heroic  work  of  the  pas- 
tor and  members  and  their  many  self-sacrificing  deeds  is  most  com- 
mendable, for  they  have  a  church  to  be  proud  of." 

The  church  was  continuing  to  grow  and  made  plans  for  its  future 
expansion  with  the  purchase  of  a  lot  at  the  rear  of  the  church,  paying 
$800  for  it.  In  the  meantime  alterations  and  repairs  were  made  in  the 
sanctuary  and  on  Oct.  1,  1911,  services  were  held  there  for  the  first 
time  after  the  choir  loft  had  been  lowered  and  the  baptistry  had  been 
moved  from  the  center  of  the  pulpit  to  one  side  of  the  pulpit.  Other 
changes  were  made,  including  the  construction  of  a  new  study  for  the 
pastor.  The  Ladies  Aid  Society  financed  the  laying  of  the  stone  steps 
into  the  church. 

Mr.  Pruette  noted  that  the  first  to  be  baptized  after  the  baptistry 
had  been  re-located  was  Miss  Enid  Robertson,  now  Mrs.  Otho  Culpep- 
per, of  Long  Beach,  Calif. 

The  next  outstanding  program  of  the  church  was  begun  March 
8,  1914,  when  the  church  appointed  W.  J.  Fite,  D.  W.  Fink  and  Mr. 
Pruette  "a  committee  to  take  in  hand  the  matter  of  buying  a  pipe 
organ."  Through  the  good  offices  of  T.  S.  Franklin,  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  Andrew  Carnegie,  American  philanthropist,  donated  $750 
toward  the  cost  of  $1,950  for  purchase  of  the  organ. 

Manufactured  by  the  Moeller  Organ  Co.  of  Hagerstown,  Md., 
it  was  installed  and  ready  for  use  on  July  19,  1914.  Miss  Mary 
Pruette  (now  Mrs.  John  David  Carroll),  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pruette  and  a  student  at  Meredith  College  played  at  the  two  services 
which  attracted  large  congregations.  On  Monday  night,  July  27,  1914, 
a  special  organ  recital  was  given  at  the  church  by  Prof.  Harry  J. 
Zehm,  of  Elizabeth  College,  assisted  by  John  George  Harris.  Mr. 
Pruette's  dairy  relates,  "A  good  crowd  came  but  it  rained  and  kept 
many  away.  We  like  our  new  pipe  organ." 
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Ladies  Aid  Society  of  Ninth  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  circa  1910. 

An  interesting  sidelight  on  the  change  in  social  customs  is  re- 
vealed in  Mr.  Pruette's  diary  notation  for  Jan.  3.  1915:  "We  used 
the  individual  communion  cups  for  the  first  time." 

The  members  of  the  church  remained  steadfast  in  their  zeal  for 
the  advancement  of  God's  kingdom  and  for  the  upbuilding  of  the 
church.  The  Ladies  Aid  Society  every  summer  gave  innumerable 
ice  cream  suppers  to  raise  money  and  these  became  so  frequent  that 
one  dear  lady  was  heard  to  comment,  "The  foundations  of  Ninth 
Avenue  Church  must  be  laid  in  ice  cream." 

No  method  of  realizing  funds  was  overlooked.  One  of  these  unique 
plans  was  disclosed  in  a  report  Oct.  13,  1915,  in  Mr.  Pruette's  diary, 
which  said  it  was  report  day  for  the  Penny  Clubs.  There  were  three  of 
these  clubs  among  the  members.  The  first  was  one  composed  of  those 
who  began  the  first  week  with  a  gift  of  five  pennies  and  then  doubled 
the  amount  each  week  for  eight  weeks.  The  other  was  of  those  who 
first  contributed  two  pennies  and  doubled  them  each  week  for  eight 
weeks.  The  third  was  made  up  of  those  who  began  by  giving  one 
penny  the  first  week  and  then  doubling  the  amount  for  eight  weeks. 
When  all  reports  were  in  it  was  seen  that  $350  had  been  raised. 

The  congregation,  ever  conscious  of  its  stewardship  and  the  on- 
going of  the  Church  of  Christ,  made  pledges  on  July  2,  1916  to  lift 
an  old  debt  of  $1,500  on  the  church.  The  response  to  the  call  of  need 
was  so  spontaneous  and  sincere  that  Mr.  Pruette  was  led  to  comment 
in  his  diary  of  that  date :  "The  people  were  willing  of  themselves." 

The  eagerness  of  the  members  to  move  to  greater  accomplish- 
ment is  indicated  in  the  appointment  Feb.  22.  1920,  of  a  building  com- 
mittee for  a  new  Sunday  School  building.  This  committee  was  com- 
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posed  of  D.  W.  Fink,  W.  J.  Fite,  M.  J.  Green,  J.  H.  Bostick,  and  W.  R. 
Boyd. 

The  committee  approved  the  plans  for  the  Sunday  School  addition 
Feb.  17,  1921.  In  the  meantime,  work  was  started  on  a  frame  Scout 
hut  or  community  house  at  the  rear  of  the  church  and  this  was 
completed  May  5,  1922.  On  August  21,  1922,  ground  was  broken  for 
the  new  Sunday  School  building,  which  was  to  be  joined  with  the 
existing  Sunday  school  structure.  This  addition  was  completed  in  a 
few  months  and  a  modern  heating  system  for  the  entire  church 
building  was  installed. 

The  high  standards  of  Christian  service,  which  had  characterized 
the  congregation  for  years,  were  still  maintained  as  the  second  decade 
of  the  twentieth  century  began ;  but,  as  the  years  began  to  pile  up, 
there  were  forebodings  that  the  physical  strain  of  leadership  on  Mr. 
Pruette  was  becoming  apparent. 

On  the  advice  of  his  physician,  Mr.  Pruette  offered  his  resignation 
January  17, 1926,  after  serving  Ninth  Avenue  Church  as  pastor  nearly 
30  years.  The  aging  pastor  was  suffering  with  high  blood  pressure  but 
in  his  diary  the  day  of  his  resignation  he  wrote :  "After  some  months 
of  quiet  and  rest  I  hope  as  the  Lord  may  direct  I  shall  be  able  to  enter 
a  new  field  for  continued  service." 

But  he  didn't  get  those  few  months  of  "quiet  and  rest"  because, 
before  the  month  was  out,  he  had  taught  the  Men's  Bible  Class  of 
the  Church  at  Wadesboro,  January  24,  and  had  taught  the  Sunday 
School  lesson  at  the  Baptist  Church  in  Ellenboro  and  had  preached  at 
the  church's  evening  service,  January  31. 

He  was  continually  speaking  and  hardly  a  Sunday  went  by  that 
he  didn't  preach  somewhere.  He  had  many  appointments  as  supply 
pastor  and  on  April  9,  1926,  a  delegation  from  the  Marshville  Baptist 
Church  came  to  confer  with  him  concerning  the  pastorate  of  that 
church.  He  officiated  at  numerous  weddings  and  funerals. 

On  February  26,  1926  an  important  change  occurred  in  the  life 
of  Mr.  Pruette  and  his  wife — they  moved.  And  his  diary  for  that 
date  reads :  "Moved !  Moved ! ! !  After  23  years  in  the  same  house  at 
602  N.  Caldwell  Street,  I  moved  to  1  Chadwick  Avenue  (later  changed 
to  Pecan  Avenue.)  I  have  agreed  to  sell  my  house  to  Ninth  Avenue 
Church  for  their  new  pastor,  Rev.  W.  L.  Griggs.  After  we  moved, 
Mary  McMahan  was  the  first  of  the  new  neighbors  to  call  on  us.  Her 
mother,  Mrs.  B.  B.  McMahan  followed  in  a  few  minutes." 

Mr.  Pruette  continued  his  ministry  in  Charlotte  and  in  the  sur- 
rounding area  and  it  was  not  many  years  before  he  was  lovingly 
referred  to  as  the  "dean  of  Baptist  ministers  in  Charlotte."  He  died 
December  6,  1947  at  the  age  of  88. 

The  church  moved  apace  to  secure  a  new  pastor  and  in  a  few 
months  extended  a  call  to  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Griggs,  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  at  North  Wilkesboro.  He  accepted  and  preached  his 
first  sermon  to  the  congregation  of  Ninth  Avenue  Church  at  11  A.M. 
Sunday,  April  4,  1926. 

A  special  service  of  welcome  to  the  new  minister  was  held  in  the 
sanctuary  that  afternoon  with  the  service  beginning  with  devotional 
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exercises  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Gaines,  pastor  of  St.  John's  Baptist 
Church.  Mr.  Pruette  began  the  welcome  by  speaking  on  "Words  of 
Welcome  From  Our  Church."  Others  spoke  as  follows:  Rev.  Dr. 
Luther  Little,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  "Words  of  Welcome 
from  Baptists  of  Charlotte'" ;  the  Rev.  Alfred  Leland  Stanford,  presi- 
dent of  the  Charlotte  Ministerial  Association,  "Words  of  Welcome 
from  the  Charlotte  Ministerial  Association" ;  and  C.  0.  Kuester,  man- 
ager of  the  Charlotte  Chamber  of  Commerce,  "Words  of  Welcome 
from  Business  Interests  in  Charlotte".  Mr.  Griggs  made  response. 


Rev.  W.  L.  Griggs,  pastor  of  Ninth  Avenue  Baptist  Church  from 
April  4,  1926  to  April  2,  1939. 

The  new  minister  assumed  his  duties  with  enthusiasm  and,  work- 
ing with  the  fullest  cooperation  of  the  members,  he  directed  growth 
in  the  many  phases  of  the  church's  program.  Remarkable  progress  was 
registered  in  the  first  six  years  of  Mr.  Griggs'  pastorate,  for  it  was 
reported  on  April  3,  1932,  at  a  large  Homecoming  Rally  that  the 
church  membership  had  increased  from  921  to  1,223 ;  that  the  average 
attendance  in  the  Sunday  School  had  been  boosted  from  300  to  469; 
that  the  Sunday  School  was  soon  to  attain  the  status  of  a  "standard 
school";  that  the  B.Y.P.U.  (now  B.T.U.)  had  organized  eight  unions 
with  a  membership  increase  from  71  to  125 ;  that  the  church  debt  had 
been  reduced  from  $14,000  to  $6,000,  and  that  marked  growth  had 
been  shown  in  the  women's  missionary  union  and  related  phases  of 
church  life. 

But  soon  came  the  American  saga  of  human  misery,  the  great 
depression  of  the  mid  '30's,  and  the  church  found  itself  struggling  for 
its  very  existence.  Heads  of  church  families  were  out  of  work  and 
there  was  no  chance  for  employment.  Financial  worries  plagued  most 
families — lines  formed  to  get  grocery  orders.  Many  people  didn't 
have  the  money  for  their  own  needs  and  the  treasury  of  the  church 
dwindled.  Salaries  of  pastor,  organist,  and  janitor  were  reduced  but 
even  those  lowered  wages  couldn't  be  met  and  for  months  were  in 
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arrears.  Through  sacrifical  efforts  on  the  part  of  pastor  and  people 
the  church  came  through  the  depression  and  by  1935  began  to  return 
to  normal. 

The  effort  at  recovery  and  the  attempt  to  obtain  financial  stabili- 
ty was  initiated  March  10,  1935,  when  the  church  approved  the 
recommendation  of  the  deacons  as  presented  by  F.  M.  Ferguson  for 
initiation  of  a  tithing  campaign,  known  as  the  Belmont  plan,  which 
called  for  members  to  pledge  their  tithe  for  thirteen  weeks. 

This  proved  to  be  a  decided  impetus  in  the  effort  to  get  back 
to  normal  church  contributions  and  it  produced  tithers  who  continued 
to  contribute  one-tenth  of  their  income  to  the  church  after  the  passing 
of  thirteen  weeks.  Funds  in  the  treasury  were  apparently  sufficient 
to  have  repairs  made  to  the  church  organ  and  to  the  church  building. 
At  a  church  conference  July  7,  1935,  report  was  made  that  the  work 
on  the  organ  had  been  done  and  that  repairs  to  the  building  were 
underway  but  not  completed.  On  March  6,  1938,  Treasurer  M.  J.  Green 
reported  that  the  mortgage  on  the  parsonage  had  been  paid  off. 

At  a  church  conference  September  4,  1938,  Mr.  Griggs  read  his 
letter  of  resignation  as  pastor,  to  be  effective  April  1,  1939.  And 
Mr.  Griggs  preached  his  last  sermon  to  the  Ninth  Avenue  congregation 
at  the  evening  service  April  2,  1939. 

He  resigned  to  become  pastor  of  a  newly  organized  Baptist 
Church  which  was  to  be  located  on  The  Plaza  and  which  was  named 
Green  Memorial  Baptist  Church  in  honor  of  M.  J.  Green,  who  was 
an  outstanding  layman  in  the  Ninth  Avenue  Church.  Mr.  Green  served 
as  financial  secretary  for  11  years,  treasurer  for  14  years,  general 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  for  four  years,  associate  super- 
intendent for  five  years  and  chairman  of  the  Deacons  for  four  years. 
The  Ninth  Avenue  Church  subsequently  granted  letters  of  dismissal  to 
217  members  to  affiliate  with  the  Green  Memorial  Church. 

On  April  9,  1939,  the  next  Sunday  following  Mr.  Griggs'  resig- 
nation, a  pulpit  committee  was  appointed  to  seek  a  new  pastor.  Mem- 
bers of  this  committee  elected  at  a  church  conference  were  H.  C. 
Kissiah,  Mrs.  G.  D.  Smith,  F.  A.  Culp,  J.  H.  Allen,  and  C.  M.  Chastain. 
Earlier  in  the  week,  representatives  of  the  church,  seeking  a  supply 
for  the  following  Sunday  had  communicated  with  the  Rev.  S.  W. 
Rutledge,  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  the  father  of  Edward  E.  Rutledge,  at 
that  time  assistant  pastor  and  minister  of  music  at  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Charlotte. 

For  fourteen  years  Mr.  Rutledge  had  served  as  a  gospel  singer 
and  he  had  been  engaged  for  a  similar  period  in  active  ministerial 
work,  but  at  the  moment  he  was  retired.  He  preached  that  Sunday, 
April  9,  1939  and  was  cordially  received  by  the  congregation. 

He  made  such  a  fine  impression  on  the  congregation  that  the  pulpit 
committee  asked  him  to  serve  as  supply  pastor  and,  as  the  Sundays 
went  by,  the  members  of  the  pulpit  committee,  feeling  that  they  were 
led  by  the  hand  of  God,  agreed  to  extend  a  call  to  him  to  become 
pastor  of  the  church.  Some  felt  that  his  advanced  age  might  preclude 
the  possibility  of  his  acceptance  but,  the  committee  voted,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge was  the  unanimous  choice. 

Mr.  Rutledge  accepted  and  began  his  duties  as  pastor  on  July  2, 
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Rev.  S.  W.  Rutledge,  who  served  as  pastor  of  Ninth  Avenue  Bap- 
tist Church  from  July  2,  1939  to  September  6,  1941. 

1939.  He  carried  on  his  work  with  evangelistic  fervor,  interest  in- 
creased, and  church  attendance  climbed.  Some  regarded  it  as  miracu- 
lous, for  in  two  short  years  the  church  membership  had  been  increased 
by  250.  Plans  were  also  under  consideration  for  an  addition  to  the 
educational  building  and  an  assistant  pastor  was  being  sought  when 
Mr.  Rutledge  was  suddenly  striken  and  died  Sept.  6,  1941. 

Memorial  resolutions  prepared  by  a  committee  composed  of  F.  M. 
Ferguson,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Worrell,  and  H.  C.  Kissiah  and  adopted  by  the 
church  September  28,  1941,  disclosed  that  "just  before  his  passing  he 
prayed  a  beautiful  prayer  and  began  singing  the  song  he  loved  so  well, 
'Nothing  Between  My  Soul  and  the  Saviour'.  Breath  left  him  before 
the  song  was  finished  and  he  went  out  to  meet  the  God  he  loved." 

A  pulpit  committee  was  appointed  to  recommend  a  successor  to 
Mr.  Rutledge.  Its  members  included  J.  H.  Honeycutt,  chairman,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Allen,  Miss  Blanche  Dellinger  (now  Mrs.  John  Mc- 
Manus)  and  Q.  H.  Linker. 

In  this  time  of  need,  Mr.  Pruette,  who  had  been  officially  desig- 
nated by  the  church  as  pastor  emeritus,  answered  the  church's  call 
for  help  and  agreed  to  serve  as  supply  pastor  and  he  fulfilled  those 
duties  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  the  meantime,  the  pulpit  committee  had  been  performing  its 
duties  and  had  recommended  that  a  call  be  extended  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
A.  B.  Wood,  then  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Forest,  Miss. 

The  church  formally  extended  the  call  and  Dr.  Wood,  after  accept- 
ing, preached  his  first  sermon  to  the  Ninth  Avenue  congregation  the 
first  Sunday  in  1942.  Dr.  Wood,  a  native  of  Gaffney,  S.  C,  was  grad- 
uated from  Wake  Forest  College  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Seminary 
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Rev.  Dr.  A.  B.  Wood,  pastor  of  Ninth  Avenue  and  Midwood 
Baptist  Churches  from  January  1,  1942  to  July  1,  1959. 

at  Louisville  where  he  earned  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Theology.  Prior 
to  his  pastorate  in  Mississippi,  Dr.  Wood  served  as  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  at  Maxton,  N.  C. 

Dr.  Wood  began  his  pastorate  at  Ninth  Avenue  under  trying 
times.  The  Pearl  Harbor  attack  had  occurred  less  than  a  month  before 
and  his  first  four  years  as  Ninth  Avenue  pastor  embraced  America's 
participation  in  World  War  II,  but  Dr.  Wood's  leadership  for  progress 
was  already  becoming  evident. 

Early  in  his  pastorate  he  became  convinced  that  relocation  of  the 
church  was  imperative  if  the  church's  progress  was  to  be  continued. 
Many  factors  contributed  to  the  necessity  for  relocation.  The  com- 
plexion of  the  community  had  continued  to  change  and  these  changes, 
which  the  church  leadership  had  sought  to  stem  years  before  through 
zoning  control  and  had  failed  for  lack  of  legal  authority,  were  bring- 
ing more  and  more  complex  problems.  Then,  too,  church  members 
were  moving  from  the  community  and  Dr.  Wood  was  able  to  convince 
the  deacons  and  others  that  a  new  location  must  be  found  if  dwindling 
membership  were  to  be  avoided. 

The  first  move  in  that  direction  came  February  7,  1943,  when 
the  church  authorized  the  conversion  of  the  parsonage  into  quarters 
for  the  nursery,  the  Beginners  Department  and  the  Primary  Depart- 
ment of  the  Sunday  School.  This  was  followed  on  May  2,  1943,  by 
church  action  authorizing  the  trustees  to  purchase  the  residence  at 
2215  The  Plaza  for  $4,600.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  moved  into  the  new 
parsonage  soon  after. 

Also,  at  the  church  conference  February  3,  1943,  it  was  voted  to 
sell  the  church  property  at  Ninth  and  Caldwell  Streets  and  to  purchase 
a  lot  on  Mecklenburg  Avenue  between  Fort  Street  and  Country  Club 
Lane  for  $4,000  from  the  Barnhardt  Estate. 

All  ties  with  the  old  property  were  severed  with  the  decision  to  sell 


24 


the  Ninth  Avenue  Church  to  the  A.M.E.  Zion  Church,  for  $60,000 
and  the  colored  congregation  was  to  take  over  the  whole  property, 
including  the  sanctuary  pews,  furniture  and  furnishings  and  the 
pipe  organ.  This  was  in  May,  1946. 

Committees  to  supervise  the  construction  of  the  new  church  and 
to  direct  the  financing  of  the  new  building  were  named  by  the  church 
at  a  conference  October  27,  1946.  The  building  committee  consisted 
of  A.  C.  Roberts,  chairman,  L.  D.  Cox,  F.  C.  Howell,  W.  F.  Jones,  W.  F. 
Worrell,  R.  J.  Blalock,  J.  T.  Stainback,  C.  W.  Kissiah,  Miss  Blanche 
Dellinger,  and  Mrs.  C.  G.  McCraw.  Members  of  the  building  finance 
committee  included  H.  C.  Kissiah,  chairman,  F.  M.  Ferguson,  R.  L. 
Wyatt,  R.  A.  Hubbard,  J.  F.  Aldridge,  Herman  Kissiah,  J.  D.  Pate, 
P.  S.  Duncan,  Miss  Mattie  Ward  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Hill. 

In  March,  1947,  chairmen  of  these  committees  and  Dr.  Wood 
went  to  Nashville  for  conferences  with  the  architects  of  the  Archi- 
tectual  Department  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  These  con- 
ferences brought  the  conviction  to  those  concerned  with  the  new 
building  that  additional  land  would  be  necessary.  Consequently,  an 
additional  half  acre  was  bought  for  $2,500  from  the  Barnhardt  Estate, 
extending  the  church's  property  along  Mecklenburg  Avenue  from  Fort 
Street  to  Country  Club  Lane. 

Preliminary  sketches  of  the  proposed  chapel  and  part  of  the 
Educational  Building  were  received  from  the  Architectural  Depart- 
ment of  the  Sunday  School  Board  at  Nashville  in  August,  1947.  These 
were  approved  by  the  church  and  in  September,  1947,  Louis  H. 
Asbury,  Charlotte  architect,  was  retained  to  prepare  the  detailed 
plans  and  specifications.  Contractors'  bids  were  called  for  and  were 
received  December  12,  1947.  The  building  committee  met  in  special 
session  the  next  day  to  consider  the  bids  and  to  make  recommenda- 
tions to  the  church  which  on  December  14,  1947,  awarded  the  general 
contract  to  Barger  Construction  Co.  of  Mooresville  at  a  bid  of  $79,412 
and  the  heating  contract  to  W.  T.  Branson  Co.  of  Charlotte  at  a  bid 
of  $8,260. 


Ground  breaking  ceremonies  February  29,  1948  for  the  first  unit 
of  Midwood  Baptist  Church  (chapel  and  part  of  educational  building.) 
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Ground  was  broken  for  the  structure  Sunday  afternoon  February 
29,  1948,  with  impressive  ceremonies  including  the  invocation  by  the 
Rev.  Raymond  Long,  greetings  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Kissiah,  scripture,  read- 
ing of  a  brief  historical  sketch  and  leading  the  responsive  readings 
by  Dr.  Wood,  prayer  by  the  Dr.  C.  C.  Warren,  and  the  singing  of  two 
hymns  "I  Love  Thy  Kingdom"  and  "We're  Marching  to  Zion." 

As  the  church  looked  forward  to  moving  to  a  new  location, 
thought  was  given  to  the  selection  of  a  new  name  and  at  a  church  con- 
ference October  3,  1948,  the  chairman  of  the  Deacons  was  authorized 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  work  with  the  deacons  in  the 
selection  of  a  new  name  to  be  recommended  to  the  church.  The  com- 
mittee as  appointed  included  Mrs.  J.  D.  Pate,  Miss  Mattie  Ward,  Mrs. 
Carl  McCraw,  R.  T.  Hasty  and  W.  F.  Jones. 

The  committee  requested  members  of  the  church  to  offer  sug- 
gested names.  The  name  submitted  by  the  largest  number  of  members 
and  the  name  which  was  the  choice  of  the  committee  was  "Midwood" 
because  the  new  location  was  in  the  Midwood  Community,  a  north- 
eastern suburb  of  Charlotte.  The  committee  made  its  recommendation 
to  the  church  and  the  name  of  "Midwood  Baptist  Church"  was  ap- 
proved November  21,  1948. 

Following  completion  of  the  building  in  December,  1948,  the  first 
service  in  the  new  church  was  held  January  2,  1949,  which  was  also 
the  seventh  anniversary  of  the  commencement  of  Dr.  Wood's  Charlotte 
pastorate.  A  large  congregation  attended  the  service,  all  seats  being 
taken,  and  extra  chairs  being  brought  in  and  placed  in  the  aisles.  There 
was  a  special  service  at  2 :30  o'clock  that  afternoon  and  a  tour  of  the 
new  facilities  afterwards  by  those  in  attendance. 

There  was  notation  of  the  progress  of  the  relocated  church  during 
its  first  year.  On  January  1,  1950,  the  first  anniversary  of  the  start  of 
the  church  at  its  Mecklenburg  Avenue  location,  there  was  this  notation 
in  the  church  bulletin:  "Today  is  the  first  day  and  the  first  Sunday 
in  1950.  We  begin  a  new  year  at  Midwood  Baptist  Church.  Our  first 
year  has  been  a  success  in  every  way.  One  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
new  members  have  been  added  to  the  membership.  Substantial  in- 
creases have  been  made  in  all  departments  of  the  work." 

The  new  church  was  having  a  fine  response  in  the  community, 
which  itself  was  readily  developing  with  new  residences  rising  on 
almost  every  street.  In  view  of  these  circumstances,  there  was  a 
growing  conviction  among  the  deacons  that  it  would  be  the  better  part 
of  wisdom  for  the  church  to  own  the  vacant  property  on  Country 
Club  Lane,  adjoining  the  church  at  the  rear.  They  asked  the  Brother- 
hood, of  which  Richard  L.  Young  was  president,  to  sponsor  the  project 
and  raise  the  money  for  the  acquisition  of  the  land.  At  its  meeting  in 
early  January,  1950,  Mr.  Young  presented  the  proposal  to  the  Brother- 
hood, which  received  it  most  favorably  and  unanimously  approved  it. 
Later  the  Brotherhood  raised  in  excess  of  $5,000.  Accordingly,  close 
to  three-quarters  of  an  acre  was  purchased  from  the  Ervin  Construc- 
tion Co.  in  June,  1950,  for  $5,500. 

Highlight  of  the  program  in  observance  of  the  fourth  anniversary 
of  the  church's  relocation  was  the  burning  of  a  note  of  $40,000,  which 
had  been  borrowed  to  help  finance  the  construction  of  the  new  build- 
ing. This  note  with  the  Connecticut  General  Life  Insurance  Co.  was 
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to  have  been  paid  off  in  fifteen  years  but  the  church  had  met  its 
obligation  in  just  four  years. 

Apparently,  as  the  result  of  the  church's  fine  credit  record  with 
this  company,  a  picture  of  the  church  appeared  in  the  issue  of  "Col- 
lier's Magazine",  August  2,  1952,  which  contained  a  story  on  life 
insurance  companies  and  the  variety  of  projects  financed  with  their 
funds. 

The  note  burning  ceremony  at  the  church  service  January  4,  1953, 
began  when  the  match  was  lighted  by  A.  C  Roberts,  chairman  of  the 
building  committee,  and  was  applied  to  the  note  which  was  held  by 
R.  L.  Wyatt,  chairman  of  the  deacons.  The  basin  for  the  ashes  to  fall 
in  was  held  by  H.  C.  Kissiah,  chairman  of  the  building  finance  com- 
mittee and  Floyd  F.  Hanes,  chairman  of  the  church  finance  committee. 


Burning  of  $40,000  note  on  church,  January  4,  1953  with  partici- 
pants (left  to  right)  R.  L.  Wyatt.  Floyd  F.  Haynes,  A.  C.  Roberts, 
H.  C.  Kissiah,  and  Rev.  Dr.  A.  B.  Wood. 

With  this  debt  cleared,  the  church  looked  to  the  future  and  en- 
visioned further  expansion  of  its  physical  facilities.  On  February  1, 
1953,  a  planning  committee,  consisting  of  Samuel  H.  Payne,  chairman, 
R.  L.  Wyatt,  W.  M.  Edwards,  H.  C.  Baucom,  and  E.  C.  Hunt,  was 
elected.  This  committee  quickly  acted  and  on  March  8,  1953,  recom- 
mended the  appointment  of  a  building  committee.  This  committee  was 
chosen  on  June  7,  1953,  and  consisted  of  Samuel  H.  Payne,  chairman, 
J.  F.  Powell,  W.  M.  Edwards,  R.  J.  Blalock,  James  E.  McClain,  Barron 
Phillips,  and  Howard  Byrum.  This  committee  reported  to  the  church 
October  25,  1953,  that  B.  0.  Vannort  Engineers,  Inc.  had  been  em- 
ployed as  architects  for  the  new  building  program.  This  action  of  the 
committee  received  formal  approval  of  the  church. 
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As  plans  for  the  sanctuary  proceeded,  it  was  discovered  that  the 
proposed  building  near  the  Fort  Street  boundary  of  the  church  prop- 
erty would  be  located  too  close  to  the  adjoining'  property  at  the  rear. 
To  overcome  this  restriction  and  to  provide  the  Sunday  School  with 
a  much-needed  nursery,  separate  and  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  Sun- 
day School,  it  was  decided  to  purchase  the  house  at  2522  Fort  Street, 
belonging  to  C.  W.  Pittman. 

Contractors'  bids  on  the  proposed  buildings  were  received  and 
opened  October  7,  1954,  but  all  were  rejected  and  new  bids  were  called 
for.  The  new  bids  were  to  be  based  on  the  construction  of  the  sanctu- 
ary with  the  Fellowship  Building  and  the  educational  unit  as  an 
alternate. 

These  new  bids  were  received  December  16,  1955,  when  it  was 
found  that  Young  Construction  Co.,  of  Charlotte,  had  submitted  the 
low  base  bid  and  alternate  bid  of  $264,585.  The  building  committee, 
the  finance  committee  and  the  deacons  recommended  to  the  church 
on  January  2,  1956,  that  the  educational  unit  be  left  out  for  the  time 
being  and  that  the  Young  Construction  Co.'s  base  bid  of  $192,297  be 
accepted.  This  was  done  but  in  a  few  months  it  developed  that  the 
lots  at  the  rear  of  the  church,  facing  on  Country  Club  Lane,  were 
restricted  to  residential  use  and  so  the  erection  of  the  Fellowship 
Building  had  to  be  delayed  until  these  restrictions  could  be  removed. 

The  elimination  of  this  phase  reduced  the  contract  to  $174,000 
and  the  Young  Construction  Co.  commenced  work  on  the  sanctuary 
March  8,  1955.  Work  proceeded  on  schedule  and  was  completed  in 
March,  1956,  with  the  first  service  being  held  in  the  new  sanctuary 
April  1,  1956.  Dedication  services  came  April  22.  1956,  with  Dr.  Harold 
W.  Tribble,  president  of  Wake  Forest  College,  delivering  the  sermon. 
A  large  congregation  was  present. 

In  another  year,  on  March  3,  1957,  the  deacons  recommended 
that  the  building  committee  be  authorized  to  proceed  with  the  con- 
struction of  the  Fellowship  Building.  On  this  same  date,  the  deacons 
also  proposed  authorization  for  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
James  McClain,  chairman,  Clifford  Kissiah,  and  H.  C.  Baucom  to  move 
toward  the  acquisition  of  a  new  pastorium. 

Contract  for  construction  of  the  Fellowshio  Building  was  let  to 
Contractor  Dewitt  Davis  and  the  Ervin  Construction  Co.  was  secured 
to  erect  the  pastorium  on  Dunlavin  Way.  Ground  was  broken  for  both 
structures  on  April  14,  1957,  with  the  Fellowship  Building  being 
completed  in  July  and  the  pastorium  the  following  month.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Wood  moved  into  the  pastorium  on  August  20,  1957.  The  house 
from  which  they  moved  at  2215  The  Plaza  and  which  had  served  as  a 
parsonage  for  fourteen  years  was  put  on  the  market  for  sale. 

Open  House  and  service  of  dedication  of  the  new  pastorium  at 
2801  Dunlavin  Way  were  held  September  13,  1957,  from  7:30  to  9  P.M. 
This  event  was  sponsored  by  the  following  deacons:  Floyd  F.  Hanes, 
F.  M.  Ferguson,  L.  R.  Jarvis,  V.  L.  Jackson.  Donald  Young,  C.  O. 
Dellinger,  J.  T.  Stainback,  James  McClain,  W.  T.  Sellers,  Jack  Pate,  Jr., 
R.  L.  Wyatt,  H.  C.  Baucom,  Clifford  Kissiah,  W.  W.  Queen,  and  J.  H. 
Kinard. 
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Sunday,  February  1,  1959,  Dr.  Wood  announced  his  intention  to 
retire  July  1,  1959,  and  at  that  time  he  terminated  his  pastorate  that 
had  extended  over  a  period  of  seventeen  and  a  half  years.  He  and  Mrs. 
Wood  moved  to  Shelby  where  they  had  built  a  home  and  where  they 
have  since  resided. 

During  his  pastorate  at  Ninth  Avenue  and  at  Midwood  1,078 
members  were  received.  Of  these  452  had  been  baptized  by  Dr.  Wood 
and  626  had  been  received  by  letter.  Total  gifts  amounted  to  $566,185, 
of  which  $57,782  were  contributions  to  missions  and  benevolences. 

Acting  on  the  recommendations  of  the  deacons,  submitted  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1959,  for  the  selection  of  a  pulpit  committee  of  three  men 
and  two  women,  the  church  in  conference  February  22,  1959,  named 
the  following  to  recommend  a  successor  to  Dr.  Wood : 

Lamar  Jarvis,  chairman,  John  W.  Pennell,  Sigsby  Tadlock,  Mrs. 
Blanche  McManus  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Kissiah. 

After  several  months  of  investigation  the  committee  came  to  the 
church  September  13,  1959,  reporting  that  "we  are  now  definitely 
convinced  the  Holy  Spirit  has  led  us  to  God's  man  and  we,  therefore, 
recommend  to  the  church  that  a  call  be  extended  to  the  Rev.  Wendell 
G.  Davis  to  become  pastor  of  Midwood  Baptist  Church."  Mr.  Jarvis' 
motion  that  such  a  call  be  extended  was  quickly  passed. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  native  of  Albemarle,  the  son  of  a  Baptist  minister, 
was  at  that  time  the  pastor  of  Western  Avenue  Baptist  Church  at 
Statesville  where  he  had  served  for  eleven  and  a  half  years. 

A  graduate  of  Spartanburg  Junior  College,  Catawba  College  and 
the  Southern  Baptist  Seminary  at  Louisville,  Mr.  Davis  is  married 
to  the  former  Elsie  Myers  and  they  have  four  children. 

The  call  was  formally  extended  and  Mr.  Davis  accepted,  preach- 
ing his  first  sermon  at  Midwood  at  11  A.M.  November  1,  1959. 


Rev.  Wendell  G.  Davis,  present  pastor  of  Midwood  Baptist  Church, 
who  began  his  duties  November  1,  1959. 


29 


Between  the  departure  of  Dr.  Wood  in  July  until  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Davis  in  the  Fall  the  Rev.  B.  E.  Morris  had  served  as  supply 
pastor,  endeared  himself  to  the  congregation  and  directed  the  up- 
building of  harmonious  relations  of  member  to  member  and  inspired 
the  congregation  to  work  steadfastly  in  carrying  out  the  church's 
program  until  the  new  pastor  came. 

And  so  in  the  church  bulletin  for  November  1,  1959,  when  Mr. 
Davis  first  appeared  before  the  congregation  there  was  this  comment 
from  him: 

"We  are  indebted  to  so  many  people  as  we  begin  our  work.  Your 
former  pastor,  Dr.  A.  B.  Wood,  laid  foundations  on  which  we  will 
be  building  for  years  to  come.  Your  interim  pastor,  Rev.  B.  E.  Morris, 
did  so  much  to  prepare  for  our  coming.  You  have  stayed  by  the  task 
and  worked  prayerfully  during  the  days  of  waiting.  Now  we  are 
putting  our  shoulders  to  the  task!  Continue  to  pray  for  us  as  we  get 
hold  of  the  work.  God  has  great  things  for  our  lives  and  our  church 
as  we  commit  ourselves  to  Him." 

The  committee  had  an  understanding  with  Mr.  Davis  regarding 
his  previous  commitments  and  these  were  incorporated  in  the  call 
which  the  church  approved.  These  prior  obligations  of  Mr.  Davis 
included  commitments  to  lead  a  group  of  preachers  in  a  Preaching 
Crusade  in  Cuba  beginning  November  23,  1959.  The  report  to  the 
congregation  contained  this  stipulation:  "We  recommend  that  the 
Church  grant  a  leave  of  absence  to  Mr.  Davis  for  two  weeks  beginning 
November  23,  1959,  and  that  his  expenses  in  connection  with  this 
crusade  in  the  amount  of  $175  be  assumed  by  the  church." 

The  committee  emphasized  that  prior  to  coming  to  Charlotte,  Mr. 
Davis  had  been  very  active  in  denominational  work.  He  had  served  as 
moderator  of  the  New  Lebanon  Association  in  Virginia  and  as  moder- 
ator of  the  South  Yadkin  Association  in  North  Carolina.  He  also  served 
on  the  program  committee  and  the  nominating  committee  of  the 
North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention  and  he  was  also  secretary 
and  vice  president  of  the  North  Carolina  Allied  Church  League  and 
president  of  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Action  League. 

Mr.  Davis  has  traveled  extensively  and  has  participated  in  many 
preaching  missions  such  as  the  Crusade  in  Alaska  in  1956,  the  Crusade 
in  Matanzas  Province  of  Cuba  in  1957  and  the  crusade  which  he 
directed  in  Cuba's  Havana  Province  in  November,  1959. 

He  attended  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  in  1955  and  while  in 
Europe  visited  15  countries,  including  Palestine  and  other  countries  of 
the  Near  East. 

Mr.  Davis  began  his  work  as  pastor  in  a  spirit  of  consecration 
and  devoted  his  efforts  to  deepening  the  spiritual  life  of  the  congrega- 
tion. This  was  evident  in  the  many  and  varied  activities  of  the  church 
which  showed  increase  in  numbers  of  church  members,  growing 
number  of  participants,  expansion  of  programs. 

Chief  need  for  guarantee  of  continued  growth  of  the  church  and 
its  Sunday  School  was  readily  recognized  and  planning  for  construc- 
tion of  the  educational  building  between  the  sanctuary  and  the  chapel 
was  initiated.  On  January  4,  1961,  the  church  approved  the  recom- 
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mendation  of  the  deacons  for  appointment  of  a  survey  and  planning 
committee  to  be  composed  of  representatives  of  the  various  depart- 
ments and  organizations  within  the  church  to  review  the  architectural 
plans  and  determine  if  they  are  adequate  in  the  light  of  present  day 
needs. 

And  quickly  the  following  committee  members  were  chosen: 

James  T.  Stainback,  chairman,  Ed  Ball,  of  the  Sunday  School ; 
Sigsby  Tadlock,  of  the  Brotherhood ;  Harry  Gericke,  of  the  Training 
Union;  Mrs.  Jack  McCorkle,  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union;  W.  W. 
Queen,  of  the  Choir ;  Mrs.  Jeanette  McGinn  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Hasty,  of 
the  Nursery;  and  Jack  Everidge,  of  the  Royal  Ambassadors. 

Ground  breaking  ceremonies  were  held  following  the  morning 
worship  service  July  30,  1961.  Dinner  was  served  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall.  The  Rev.  Dr.  A.  B.  Wood,  former  pastor,  was  a  visitor  for  the 
ceremonies.  The  opening  prayer  was  offered  by  Ed  Eckerd,  promotion- 
al secretary  of  the  Mecklenburg  Baptist  Association  and  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Hasty,  a  charter  member  and  the  oldest  living  member  of  the  church, 
turned  the  first  shovel  of  dirt. 

The  new  structure,  on  which  the  start  had  been  made,  was  to  be 
a  two-story  fireproof  building  costing  $85,000  and  so  designed  to 
blend  in  with  the  two  existing  buildings.  Its  construction  was  the 
culmination  of  the  dreams  of  the  congregation.  It  completed  the  orig- 
inal building  plans,  which  provided  for  the  chapel  and  a  portion  of 
the  educational  facilities,  the  sanctuary  and  the  fellowship  hall. 

The  completion  of  the  Educational  Building  added  7,826  square 
feet  to  the  church  facilities.  On  the  first  floor  are  three  offices,  a 
work  room,  six  nursery  rooms  and  a  beginners'  department,  all  air 
conditioned.  All  nursery  rooms  have  a  combination  heating  system 
with  convector  and  radiant  heat  coils  in  the  floor,  providing  a  warm 
floor  for  the  little  ones  who  crawl  or  sit.  Nurseries  have  access  to  the 
baths,  which  immediately  adjoin  and  can  be  reached  without  going 
into  another  room. 

The  second  floor  consists  of  four  classrooms  for  adults  and  two 
intermediate  assembly  rooms  with  thirteen  classrooms.  All  rooms  on 
the  rear  are  air  conditioned. 

The  building  committee  for  the  educational  building  included 
James  T.  Stainback,  general  chairman,  R.  J.  Blalock,  W.  W.  Queen, 
Mrs.  T.  H.  McCorkle,  J.  F.  Alridge,  Mrs.  R.  T.  Hasty,  James  R.  Jenkins, 
J.  H.  Kinard,  Mrs.  W.  N.  McGinn,  Sigsby  Tadlock,  E.  D.  Ball,  Mrs. 
Ralph  Drye,  Mrs.  Y.  0.  Clemmons,  Harry  F.  Gericke,  H.  B.  Staton, 
Howard  Byrum,  Jack  Everidge,  and  Neil  Hasty,  Jr. 

In  the  printed  program  for  the  educational  building's  ground 
breaking  ceremonies  Mr.  Davis  commented : 

"Today  it  is  our  privilege  to  realize  the  culmination  of  dreams 
cherished  by  devoted  hearts  over  many  years.  Some  who  hoped  for 
this  day  have  been  called  to  receive  their  'crown  of  righteousness.' 
Others  who  have  keenly  anticipated  the  time  have  been  spared  to 
rejoice  in  it.  As  we  break  ground  for  a  new  building,  we  feel  ourselves 
united  with  a  'great  cloud  of  witnesses.'  And  are  made  one  in  Christ 
Jesus  while  a  great  church  continues  to  arise  in  our  hearts." 
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While  the  educational  building  was  being  constructed,  remodeling 
was  also  carried  out  in  the  chapel.  The  chapel  choir  area  was  converted 
into  a  stage  with  stage  lighting  and  a  permanent  roll-down  motion 
picture  screen.  Two  dressing  rooms  with  baths  built  above  the  stage 
were  among  the  other  changes. 

At  a  conference  June  7,  1964  the  church  approved  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  special  committee  headed  by  Ed  Ball  as  chairman.  In 
accepting  the  committee's  recommendation,  the  church  extended  a 
call  to  G.  J.  Robinson  to  become  minister  of  education. 

He  was  preceded  by  Ralph  Riley  as  minister  of  education  who 
served  from  April,  1958  to  January,  1959,  by  Richard  Ungerbuehler, 
who  after  serving  parttime  as  music  director  came  with  the  church 
fulltime  as  minister  of  music  and  education  in  January,  1960  and 
remained  until  April,  1961  when  Robert  L.  Bowers  became  minister  of 
education. 

At  the  time  of  the  call  Mr.  Robinson  was  33  years  of  age,  mar- 
ried, the  father  of  three  children  and  a  recent  graduate  with  a  degree 
in  religious  education  from  the  New  Orleans  Baptist  Seminary.  He 
is  a  native  North  Carolinian  from  Shalotte.  Prior  to  his  decision  to  go 
into  fulltime  Christian  service,  he  had  had  ten  years  experience  in 
IBM  work  with  the  Cone  Mills  and  the  J.  P.  Stevens  Co. 

The  church  took  another  forward  step  in  the  Spring  of  1965 
when  it  approved  the  acquisition  of  a  motor  bus,  which  was  cleaned  up 
and  painted  by  the  boys  of  the  Intermediate  Vacation  Bible  School. 
Under  the  supervision  of  Claude  Deese,  who  contributes  his  time  for 
the  bus  upkeep  and  maintenance  and  who  does  the  driving,  the  bus 
has  met  a  long  felt  need.  It's  used  to  transport  various  church  groups, 
choirs,  teams,  etc.,  and  each  Sunday  morning  provides  transportation 
to  church  services  for  the  elderly  and  others  without  means  of  trans- 
portation. 

This  is  just  one  evidence  of  the  spirit  of  helpfulness  ever  dis- 
played by  the  church,  which  also  maintains  a  keen  missionary  spirit 
and  has  helped,  more  than  any  other  church  in  Charlotte,  in  the  organ- 
ization of  other  local  Baptist  churches. 

Standing  as  the  second  oldest  Baptist  Church  in  Charlotte  with 
uninterrupted  existence,  Midwood  Church  has  given  help  to  many 
other  churches.  In  its  early  days  when  the  young  congregation  of 
Twelfth  Street  Church  was  struggling,  it  extended  a  helping  hand 
and  sent  51  of  its  members  to  help  organize  a  new  Baptist  Church 
in  Belmont  Park,  which  later  became  Allen  Street  Church.  And  its 
members  have  participated  in  the  organization  of  Elizabeth  Baptist 
Church,  Pritchard  Memorial  Baptist  Church  and  St.  John's  Baptist 
Church  as  well  as  Southside,  Durham  Memorial,  Green  Memorial, 
Whiting  Avenue,  Thrift  and  Enderly  Park  churches.  Men  from  Mid- 
wood  Church  conducted  a  survey  in  the  Hickory  Grove  area,  leading 
to  the  organization  of  the  Hickory  Grove  Baptist  Church. 

A  significant  factor  in  the  history  of  Midwood  Church  is  that  it 
has  had  only  five  pastors  in  the  70  years  of  its  existence.  This  is 
a  record  to  be  envied.  And  no  doubt  proves  the  willingness  of  the 
members  over  the  years  to  work  in  harmony  with  those  who  bore  the 
responsibilities  of  leadership  as  pastors. 
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As  glorious  as  the  past  of  this  remarkable  church  has  been,  it  is 
not  to  be  glorified  and  drawn  out  of  proportion  to  the  present  and 
future  challenges.  We  will  fail  in  our  re-telling  of  its  achievements  and 
its  service  to  God  and  mankind  if  the  recital  does  not  inspire  us  to 
accept  the  challenges  of  the  present  and  move  ahead  to  the  greater 
day  of  tomorrow.  In  the  words  of  that  hymn  we  love  we  commit  our- 
selves to  the  future : 

"Lead  on,  0  King  Eternal,  we  follow  not  with  fears ; 

"For  gladness  breaks  like  morning  where'er  thy  face  appears ; 

"Thy  Cross  is  lifted  o'er  us;  we  journey  in  its  light; 

"The  Crown  awaits  the  conquest ;  lead  on,  0  God  of  Might." 
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Clifford  W.  Kissiah  and  Herman  Kissiah 
Of  Charlotte 

Edward  Kissiah 
Of  Lexington,  N.  C. 

Joe  Kissiah 
Of  Overland  Park,  Kan. 

and 

Ray  Kissiah 
Of  Almagordo,  N.  Mex. 

SONS  OF  THE  LATE  H.  C.  KlSSIAH 

LONGTIME  MEMBER  OF  MlDWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

AND    LEADING    ADVOCATE    OF    THE    PRESERVATION 

OF  THE  CHURCH'S  HISTORY 

VOLUNTARILY  ASSUMED  THE  FINANCIAL  RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR  THE  PUBLICATION  OF  THIS  HISTORY 

IN  LOVING  MEMORY  OF  THEIR  FATHER 
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